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-notably the work of the late Frank’N. MeYer, who sent?
thousands of plants from China, many of which' ‘even now
rank among. our most desirable products. The~ la‘rge tam="
opan persimmon (Diospyros kaki) from China, now oom;nonly
seen on the market, and the Chinese Jujube (Ziziphus
Jujuba), are among hls introductions. From Africa have
been introduced the long-staple Egyptian cotton (Gos-
sypium barbadense), Sudan grass (Holeus sorghum sudanensis) ,
Rhodes grass (Chloris gayana), and many of the more 1im-
portant Kafir ‘corns ahd sorghums’ ( Holcus sorghum),, crops:
which ‘mean approxlmately $50,000,000 'in- ‘erop ‘values' . to!
the United States each year, and the development oi’v
semi-arid lands not adapted to previo‘usly gr*own ag—
ricultural crops.

In Cape Colony, Dr. Shantz went east to Port Eliza-
beth, where the famous. "Addo bush" oceurs. Many plants
were secured, one of the most, 1nterest1ng being -the
speckboom, (Portulacarra afra) which c6Vers whole hillsides
with its succulent growth, and 1s one of the most - im=-
portant foods of the ¢lephant; it i relished by cattle
and sheep, and theére 1sa chanceof 1tg becoming of value
in Southern California. .It is probable “that~ speckbgom
will grow undeér prag¢tically the sameé conditions ®s the
utterly worthless chapparal of south\yestern California

Dr. Shantz then passed northwest over the Karrod
Desert, - similar to that in the Great ' Basin of the
United States,  but differing in the respeot “that most
of the plunts form excellent fdérage for” sheep, cattle,
and ostriches, " and 1t ‘s€ems probable that “some of. the
more desirable 6f thes¢ desért plants may be utili’ze’d
in our desert country to improve the range. :

" 'In the great Transvaal agricultural area, © corn
(Zea mays), known as "mealles," 1s the chief crop. One of
the most important varleties is our own "Boone County
White," a gift from America of considerable " value to
the farmers of the Transvaal.

In the low veldt at Nelspruit are large orchards

of subtropical ‘trees ‘and frults, ‘many varietles of
which have not beer grown in the United ‘States. Tt ‘is
hoped that an arrangement will be nIade whereby “they
can be secured for test in this country. Among themare
some particularly desirable meangoes (Manngera mdzca),
adaptable to Florida.
‘ The route thén 1lay to the Seacoast at‘ Lourenco
Marques and by ocean steamer to Belra. ~Shantz ar-
ranged with the agrlculturlst there to get some desir-
able 'East African mangoes' which’tﬂe Departmens hag
wanted for several years.



